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who was Coleforth's client. And Coleforth was ready
enough to talk about Hinchliffe. He expressed the
greatest admiration for him. A man who knew how to
get on in the world, and didn't let sentiment or any
damned nonsense like that stand in his way. Made a
pretty pile for himself, and might have lived to enjoy
it if he hadn't got into the wrong hands."
" What exactly did he mean by that?" Dr. Priestley
asked.
" He didn't explain. The Inspector says that he
found it very difficult to keep him to the point. His
lunch, or what he had had with it, had made him very
talkative. He said Hinchliffe had a certain amount of
capital^ and went into the money-lending business.
According to Coleforth, Hinchliffe put off making a will.
Said he didn't care what happened to his money when
he was gone. But, when he retired, rather more than
a year ago, he did make a will, leaving everything to
Christine Venner, In commenting upon this, Coleforth
used the phrase, 4 And quite right too, for she's a
damned fine girl.* "
Dr. Priestley recalled Oldland's description of her.
But perhaps the solicitor's perception was not suffici-
ently acute to distinguish the artificial from the real.
But upon what had he based his judgment? Did he
know her personally? And yet his acquaintance with
her brother was of very recent date. A point worth
making a note of.                                     *
Faversham looked up from the contemplation of his
patent leather shoes. " Hinchliffe made a will in favour
of the sister?" he inquired. " But I thought you told
us that Venner himself infierited his money."
" So he did, Sir Alured. Hinchliffe made a second
will, in May of this year, in which he left everything to
Venner. Coleforth was very indignant about it. He
had never asked his advice. Hadn't even asked him to